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The European Environment Agency
The European Environment Agency is an 
EU body that operates at the interface of 
science and policy. 

With a network of more than 400 
institutions in 39 European countries, the 
EEA provides timely, reliable and relevant 
information to support sustainable 
development.

The EEA’s work is targeted at EU 
institutions, EEA member countries, civil 
society and the general public.



EEA noise assessments



Updated assessments for 2017

eea.europa.eu/themes/human/noise



Core Set Indicator: Exposure to noise in Europe

END 2012 data as reported to EEA up to 15 April 2016



Night-time road noise and the WHO Interim Target

(*) By mid-2016, noise maps for a further 8 capital cities were received(*) By mid-2013, only 13 Member States, NO, IS & CH had reported 
noise maps for their capitals under the 2012 END reporting round



Impact of noise in Europe

Road traffic account for 80 - 85% of the impact
70% of which occurs in cities



Tracking progress to the EU’s 7EAP objectives
Cities have reported both increases and decreases in noise exposure
between 2007 and 2012.
Overall a net decrease is reported, but results are distorted.



END action plan analysis

Source orientated measures include:
• Quieter aircraft engines and railway braking systems
• Quieter vehicle technologies including low noise tyres

Traffic management measures include:
• Traffic calming initiatives, park and ride schemes
• Optimised flight routing, night time flight bans

Socio-economic measures include:
• Sound insulation grants
• Congestion charging schemes to reduce traffic

Land use and urban planning measures include:
• Improved urban design to reduce traffic volumes
• Restricting housing developments in high noise areas

Promotion and awareness measures include:
• Public information campaigns promoting public transport
• Promoting responsible driving behaviour

Propagation path measures include:
• Installing noise barriers or screens
• Installing low embankments, cuttings or tunnels
Measures at the receiver include:
• Improving sound insulation in buildings
• Improved building design and room allocations
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Citizen Science



>320,000 ratings
NoiseWatch source tags 2012 - 2016



Thank you
colin.nugent@eea.europa.eu

Noise Observation & Information Service for Europehttp://noise.eea.europa.eu
EEA Data Service for Noise http://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/data/data-on-noise-exposure-2

eea.europa.eu


