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to be held in 

Brussels, Belgium, on June 7th to 10th, 2010
(Submitted for approval to the Management Committee on 10.10.2008)

Background

This document defines the terms of reference for the Transport Research Arena, (TRA) that will be organised in Brussels, Belgium, in June 2010. This TRA will be the third in the line of events organised by:

· the Conference of European Directors for Roads (CEDR), 

· the European Commission (EC) and
· the European Road Transport Research Advisory Council (ERTRAC).

Brussels was selected as the venue of the third TRA after approval by the Management Committee of TRA 2008 (Ljubljana, Slovenia) in June 2007.

It was agreed during the taking-over meeting between the organisers of TRA 2008 and TRA 2010, held in Ljubljana on 23rd April, that the main objectives of the Transport Research Arenas will remain as specified in the Terms of Reference (ToR) of TRA 2008 and TRA 2006 (Gothenburg, Sweden) and in line with the founding statement: “The TRA conference provides a platform for research in Europe that can set results for those who have to implement them.”. TRA 2010 will concentrate on roads, but will be open to other modes of transport, in particular those used in urban areas.

The organisers of TRA 2010 will build on the successes of Ljubljana and Gothenburg firstly, by taking into account the experiences and conclusions of the Slovenian and Swedish organisers, secondly, by taking into account the current strategic European topics in the area of transport research and innovation, and thirdly, through specific issues that would characterise TRA 2010 through the view of Belgium as a founding EU Member State.

Following the structure of the TRA Management Committee defined for TRA 2008, the organisers have appointed the following 14 members into the TRA 2010 Management Committee:

Mr. Chris Caestecker Chairman
Director General, Roads and Traffic Agency, Flanders, Belgium
Mr. Yvon Loyaerts
Deputy Chairman
Deputy Director, Road Directorate, Wallonia, Belgium
Mr. Michel Egger 
Secretary
Secretary General of CEDR

Mr. Michele Minenna
Chairman of CEDR (2009)
Mr. Talis Straume
Chairman of CEDR (2010)

Mr. Andraz Legat

Deputy Chairman TRA2008
Mr. André Vits
European Commission (DG INFSO)

Mr. Ben Van Houtte
European Commission (DG TREN)
Mr. Arnoldas Milukas
European Commission (DG RTD)
Dr. Govert Sweere
Chairman of FEHRL Executive Committee

Mr. Wolfgang Steiger
President of ERTRAC
Mr. Steve Phillips
Director ERTRAC Secretariat
Mr. Claude Van Rooten
Chairman of the TRA2010 Program committee

Mr. NN

Chairman of the TRA2010 Organizing committee
Legal entity and responsibility

To be completed.
Societal mission and importance

The EU’s 7th Framework Program, CEDR's Strategic plan 2009-2013 and ERTRAC's Research Framework for 2007-2015  describe the needed breakthrough technologies and research demands for a sustainable road transport system, bearing in mind that the road transport sector is a major contributor to the economy with an important societal role.

At the same time the European Commission stresses the importance of creating a common European Research Area (ERA) in the 7th Framework Program which will help to put into effect one of the EU's main goals of increasing the potential for economic growth and of strengthening European competitiveness by investing in knowledge, innovation and human capital. Furthermore, all organizers express an interest that TRA should grow into a European Transport Research event that will in the years to come cover other modes of transport.

Therefore the societal mission for the TRA 2010 in Brussels is:

 Innovation for sustainable mobility.
Main theme

The main theme for TRA 2010 in Brussels is:

Sustaining Road Transport Mobility through innovation in Europe
The slogan of TRA 2008 remains for TRA 2010 in Brussels: 
Greener, safer and smarter road transport for Europe

Objective

The main objective of TRA 2010 is to consolidate an event for the alignment of the stakeholders of road transport research and development, thus contributing to innovation for sustainable mobility in Europe. This will provide for a greener, safer and smarter transport system, which will be more sustainable, competitive and efficient. 

The TRA 2010 program will be organised into six pillars built around the European research and innovation strategies while emphasising on climate change, CO2 and high petrol prices:
I. European Road Research Needs and Agendas.

II. Transport, Mobility and Infrastructure.

III. Safety and Security.

IV. Energy, Environment and Resources.

V. Design and Production (Vehicles and Infrastructure)
VI. Societal Importance of Road Transport.
TRA 2010 in Brussels will promote an enhanced inclusion of all European Member States.

Mission

The mission of the TRA is to support the alignment of European, national, regional and private research and development actions on road transport by enhancing the networking and clustering of Europe’s research and development capacity based on a shared Strategic Research Agenda (SRA) and Research Framework.

The CEDR members, being both regulating authorities and public clients and with the tools and the capacities they possess, are the important driving forces to implement the ERA. 

The European Commission sees an opportunity for all parties involved to meet and to present, exchange and disseminate the results obtained in research and development. As such, the European Commission welcomes this TRA and strongly supports it. 
ERTRAC is a body of crucial importance when creating and implementing a shared European Research Framework on Road Transport. 
Scope

All aspects of road transport research and innovation will be covered.
This is essential as the TRA will demonstrate and highlight problems and challenges facing road transport in the future, which does require a multi-stakeholder and multi-disciplinary system approach. This approach is envisaged in different strategic documents.

In addition, the Management Committee of TRA 2010 will deepen contacts with other modes of transport including their interfaces, which shall become a constituent part of future TRA events, primarily with the provider of urban mobility.
Date and Venue

TRA 2010 will be held at the Square Brussels Meeting Centre, Brussels, Belgium, on 7 – 10 June, 2010. This gives 3 ½ days for the conference and provides sufficient time for stakeholders’ meetings. 

Further information is available on www.traconference.eu 
Program

The program will be organised in two types of sessions:

a) Based on call for papers,

b) Run by CEDR, EC or ERTRAC. 

The sessions are plenary, strategic or thematic. 

Exhibition and Excursions

A commercial exhibition will be arranged. A social program and technical excursions will be organized for participants and accompanying persons.

Other Separate Events 

The conference participants will have the opportunity to arrange separate meetings and workshops at TRA 2010.

Other events will be allowed and encouraged to use the logo “On the move to TRA 2010”.
TRA Management

The Management Committee has the overall responsibility for the arrangement of the TRA 2010 to be held in Brussels in June 2010. The formal name of it remains:
Transport Research Arena – Europe 2010    with the acronym TRA 2010.
 The Management Committee has in turn the mandate to set up the necessary sub-committees. These are:

1. A Program Committee, which is responsible for the TRA’s program and its scientific content and quality.

2. An Organising Committee, which is responsible for financing the TRA and all practical arrangements, including the commercial exhibition and technical excursions.
A Communication Task Force will work under the auspices of the Organising Committee.
The strategy for the TRA is fixed by the Management Committee. The details are elaborated by the Program Committee and/or the Organising Committee, respectively. However, both committees have to seek for approval from the Management Committee for the most important decisions.
The following Program Committee of 30 
members is set up:

Mr. Claude Van Rooten
Chairman
director general, Belgian Road Research Centre
To be completed.
Due to the size of the Program Committee, it is proposed that it is divided into subgroups that will cover specific program pillars. 

The following Organising Committee of X members is set up:
To be completed.
Supporting Bodies/Organisations

CEDR, the EC and ERTRAC, and thereby their member bodies/organisations, support the TRA 2010. 

Target Audience

Representatives from the following bodies/organisations are expected to attend the TRA 2010:

Industry:

· Road / Infrastructure / providers

· Energy / Fuel suppliers 

· Vehicle manufacturers and suppliers

· ICT industry

· Service providers

· Network operators

· Logistics

Research Providers:

· Research centres and laboratories

· Universities

Public Bodies:

· European Commission

· Governments (Member States)

· Local and regional governments

· Road administrations at national, regional or local level
Time Schedule

The time table for future actions is as follows:

· 1st announcement with call for papers 
11/2008

· Abstracts submission 



03/2009

· Acceptance of abstracts


06/2009

· Full Paper submission 



10/2009

· Start (Early bird) registration of participants
11/2009

· Acceptance of full papers 


01/2010

· Proceedings printed:



05/2010

· TRA 2010




06/2010

Approval

These Terms of Reference for TRA 2010 have been approved by the Management Committee during its meeting held in Brussels on October 10th, 2008. The ToR are put in force as of that date. 
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